Ship Seizure package assignment

Mark Harmon

You are the reporter for this package.  You are working for CNN.  Your notes, interviews and available video are below. You recorded no stand-up. Script a package. You should turn in two different scripts, an edit script and a toss/tag script.  The package should run no longer than 1:20; total time with toss (and optional tag) should run no longer than 1:45. Tape number 237.  Anchor: Kim Fox.  

NEWS NOTES

Canada’s Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), the Canadian Coast Guard, and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police cooperated earlier this week in seizing the vessel Farley Mowat off the west coast of Newfoundland.

The Farley Mowat is the flagship of the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society.  The group was protesting the annual seal hunt in the area.  The boarding was in relation to an alleged violation of the Marine Mammal Regulations, an offense under the Fisheries Act.

The 17-member crew of the Farley Mowat was transferred to the Canadian Coast Guard ship Des Groseilliers for transport into the port of Sydney, Nova Scotia.

Canadian officials claim they warned repeatedly for the ship to exit and to remain out of Canadian waters.  First Officer Peter Hammarstedt is charged with getting too close to an active seal hunt.  Captain Alexander Cornelissen faces the same charge, as well as obstruction of a fisheries officer.  Both have been granted 5-thousand dollars bail, and must return to court May first.  Other crew remain in custody, because some refuse to provide personal information to immigration workers.

The Farley Mowat remains in DFO custody until the court orders the release of the vessel upon posting of bond. The amount of the bond will be set later today by the court.  The vessel currently is being inspected by Transport Canada and law enforcement officials to ensure the vessel and crew pose no safety or security threat.

Sea Shepherd founder Paul Watson says the seizure of the Dutch-registered ship is an act of war, maintaining it happened in international waters.

AVAILABLE INTERVIEWS 

MCU Daniel Bishop / Crew Member of Farley Mowat  "They put a couple of people on the floor, held guns to their faces, and then sorta seized the ship. Then from there we were transported onto the Coast Guard ship and detained.  This is all about power.  Powerful forces want this needless killing of seals.  We stand up for the seals, and for common dignity.  I can understand why some of my crewmates will do little to assist Canada in its trumped-up charges.  I’m Canadian, proudly so.  And I’ll tell them precisely who I am and what I think of this."

MCU Guy LaFosse /Attorney for Govt.  "I can't imagine that they would be staying in the country.  That, they, you know, live in various places throughout the world, so I would anticipate that in all likelihood that they'll go back to their various homelands.  If the intent is to prosecute, we’ll need to move quickly, even without their help in identification."

MCU Loyola Hearn / Canadian Fisheries Minister  "Tempers are running a bit high. People are fed up with these people. It's a very dangerous area. The hunt is conducted using high-powered rifles.  If I had let that go ahead, if that boat had gone to the front, if somebody had been shot, if somebody had gotten killed, who'd be to blame? I would. Why didn't you act, so we acted.

MCU Francis McGee, local woman at the port- "I'm disgusted to be a Canadian and a Cape Bretoner. To see this seal slaughter going on, makes me sick."

MCU John Gunther, local man at the port- "If they were in international waters, what was the seal hunt doing in international waters?  It was off the coast of Cape Breton. Coast Guard has done a wonderful job. Hope they do it more often."

VIDEO (Each runs 10 seconds; you may use each for less time):

LS Farley Mowat being towed into dock (nats waves and gulls)

CU Dutch Flag on Farley Mowat (nats waves, gulls, ship bell ringing) 

LS Dock worker throws rope to RCMP officer on Farley Mowat (nats: wind)

MS Dock worker pulling and coiling rope (nats: grunting, groaning)

MS RCMP Officer and Coast Guard Officer standing on deck of 

Des Groseilliers (nats: waves and gulls)

CU  Anchor of Farley Mowat lowered into water (nats splash)

MS Control room of Des Groseilliers, dials (nats: radio chatter)

MS Farley Mowat in port, guarded by RCMP Officer (nats: waves, gulls)

File Video: Canadian Seal Hunt from CBC (Canadian Broadcasting Corporation):


LS Seal at end of rope being hauled onto deck of a ship 



(nats: grinding noise of hoist)


CU Face of dead seal (nats: sailors laughing)


MS Man aiming harpoon gun (nats: ship horn)


LS Seals on rocks near a shoreline (nats: seals bellow) 


CU Seal bellowing (nats seal bellowing)
