2.9  Word Choice

In the following sentences, fill in the blank with one of the words that appears in parentheses. The definitions of most of these words can be found in Appendix C.

1. The bomb, which was to __________ havoc on the whole block, killed so many people that their bodies soon began to _________. (reek, wreak)

2. The newsmagazine ________ she subscribed to never seemed to tell her all that she needed to know. (that, which)

3. When he put the book down, he decided that he had just read something very ______________. (unique, unusual)

4. The ___________ of Queen Victoria was a long and prosperous one. (rein, reign)

5. He decided to __________ his bike down to the town square to see if he could ___________ the things that he had made. (peddle, pedal)

6. The priest chose not to ________ the cloths that were spread across the __________. (alter, altar)

7. We visited the ___________ building, where we saw the state legislature in session. (Capital, capital, Capitol)

8. All of the fraternities on campus came together to form a voting __________ that could not be overcome by the independent students. (block, bloc)

9. He ___________ the poor child’s way of speaking. (flouted, flaunted)

10. The professor tried her best to make the grading system more _____________. (equal, equitable)

11. I did not make it to the movie last night ____________ all the homework I had to do. (due to, because of)

12. She was irritated by the __________ tone he used when he said, “And what have you been doing all week long?” (official, officious)

