Grammar Exam


A Note to Instructors: This exam has been designed to test a student’s ability to recognize correct grammatical formations. Students should be given about 50 minutes to complete the exam.

1. There ________________ many possible candidates. (a) is (b) are (c) was (d) none of the above

 2. None__________________ so blind as he who will not see. (a) is (b) are (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 3. Both of your excuses________________ plausible. (a) sound (b) sounds (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 4. Several of the members__________ absent. (a) was (b) were (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 5. Few of my family really________________ me. (a) understand (b) understands (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 6. Many______________ surprised at the final score. (a) was (b) were (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 7. Some of the money________________ missing. (a) is (b) are (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 8. All of the cherries______________ ripe. (a) look (b) looks (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

 9. __________________ any of this evidence been presented? (a) Has (b) Have (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

10. Mary Sloan, one of the brightest girls, ________________ to represent the school in the contest. (a) were chosen (b) was chosen (c) have been chosen (d) none of the above

11. Baker took the handoff, __________________ his way within one foot of the goal line. (a) bulldozes (b) bulldozing (c) bulldozed (d) none of the above

12. I will ______________ you to swim. (a) learn (b) teach (c) either of the above (d) none of the  above

13. Fans cheered as the touchdown ______________________ (a) had been made (b) was made (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

14. The team plans ______________________ tomorrow. (a) to celebrate (b) to have celebrated (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

15. ____________ the tickets, Mr. Selby took the children to the circus. (a) buying (b) having bought  (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

16. It is customary for ranchers______________________ their cattle. (a) to have branded (b) to brand (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

17. The pond has begun freezing because the temperature __________________. (a) has dropped (b) dropped (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

18. They ______________ Mary from the invitation. (a) accepted (b) excepted (c) either of the  above (d) none of the above

19. The citizens ______________ many reforms. (a) affected (b) effected (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

20. A large ______________ of disgruntled men barred the entrance.  (a) amount (b) number (c) either  of the above (d) none of the above

21. What honor is there ______________ the forty thieves? (a) among (b) between (c) either of the above (d) none of the above 

22. You have____________ friends than she. (a) fewer (b) less (c) either of the above (d) none of  the above

23. Is an author to blame for what the public __________________ from his work? (a) infers (b) implies (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

24. My house is ______________ his. (a) different from (b) different than (c) either of the above   (d) none of the above

25. It is handy for everyone to know how to cook for ____________. (a) hisself (b) himself (c)  theirselves (d) themselves

26. The old man fascinated ____________ children with stories of his adventures. (a) them (b) us (c) we (d) none of the above

27. Between you and ____________________, the food could have been much better than it was.  (a) I  (b) me (c) she (d) none of the above

28. Why don’t you get______________ some lunch? (a) your selves  (b) yourselves (c) yourselfs   (d) none of the above

29. Judy has just as much time to wash the dishes as __________. (a) I (b) me (c) them (d) none of the above

30. ____________ and ____________ dad have the same hobbies. (a) She, her (b) Him, his (c) Them,  their (d) none of the above

31. The reforms ______________ many citizens. (a) affected (b) effected (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

32. The construction of fallout shelters ____________ being considered. (a) was (b) were (c) are (d) were not

33. Your contribution, in addition to other funds, ______________ the success of our campaign.  (a) have been assuring (b) assures (c) assure (d) were assuring

34. A combination of these methods ________________ sure to succeed. (a) were (b) are (c) is (d) none of the above

35. Each of their children ______________ a different instrument. (a) have (b) play (c) plays  (d) either a or b

36. Val ____________ me the very record I would have ________________. (a) give, choosed (b) gave, choosed (c) give, chosen (d) gave, chosen

37. By the time the sun ____________, we had ______________ nearly a hundred miles. (a) rised, drove (b) raised, driven (c) rose, driven (d) had raised, driven

38. As I ______________ there, my hat was _________________ into the river. (a) sit, blowed (b) sit, blown (c) sat, blown

39. Mr. Greenfield’s lost eyeglasses __________________ the object of everyone’s search at the church picnic. (a) were (b) was (c) is (d) be

40. He is one____________ broke it. (a) who (b) that (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

41. __________ of class standing, everyone will take the test.  (a) Regardless (b) Irregardless  (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

42. I must ________________ find a job. (a) try and (b) try to (c) either of the above (d) none of the  above

43. The theater was ______________ full by seven o’clock. (a) already (b) all ready (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

44. The cast was ________________ for the curtain call. (a) already (b) all ready (c) either of the  above (d) none of the above

45. Everything will be __________________.(a) alright (b) all right (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

46. Don’t pay the bill ________________  you received the goods. (a) unless (b) without (c) but (d) whether

47. Both the doctor and his nurse __________________ to work on foot. (a) come (b) comes (c) has come (d) has came

48. If you __________________, you would have passed easily. (a) would have took my advice (b) had taken my advice (c) had taken my advise (d) would have took my advise

49. If you will ____________________ me your radio, I’ll fix it for you.  (a) bring (b) take (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

50. Why don’t you ______________  someone else have a turn? (a) let (b) leave (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

51. Phil __________ and waited for his turn. (a) sit (b) set (c) sat (d) none of the above

52. Will they let _______________ fellows use the pool? (a) us (b) we (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

53. Andy shot two more baskets than ____________. (a) he (b) him (c) her (d) either b or c

54. I ________________ back in my chair and relaxed. (a) lie (b) laid (c) layed (d) lay

55. Dick ________________ his books on a vacant seat. (a) layed (b) laid (c) lay (d) lie

56. I ____________ down and waited for the dentist to call me in. (a) set (b) sat (c) sit (d) sitted

57. I lay awake, wondering where I had ________________ the receipt. (a) lay (b) laid (c) lain (d) layed

58. The meat was still frozen, though I had __________ it on the stove to thaw. (a) set (b) sat (c) sit (d) layed

59. Glen ________________ me the pictures he had taken at the game. (a) brung (b) bringed (c) bring (d) brought

60. I ____________ past a house on which a tree had fallen. (a) drived (b) drive (c) driven (d) drove

61. The new teacher, ________________ I met today, came from the South. (a) who (b) whom  (c) whose (d) who’s

62. The new teacher, ____________ has taken Mr. Breen’s position, came from the South. (a) who (b) whom (c) in formal usage, either would be correct (d) none of the above

63. Leroy feels quite ______________ about getting a scholarship. (a) hopeful (b) hopefully (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

64. The detective’s solution to the crime was ______________ right. (a) altogether (b) all together (c) all to gather (d) all too gather

65. Henry is the ____________ of the two. (a) more strong (b) strongest (c) stronger (d) most strong

66. You cannot vote ______________ you are eighteen. (a) unless (b) without (c) unless being  (d) without being

67. Ann ____________ three lessons. (a) taking (b) taken (c) has taken (d) has took

68. Cross the streets __________________. (a) careful (b) carefully (c) most careful (d) carefuller

69. There is no use feeling sorry __________________ the vase is shattered on the floor. (a) for  (b) as (c) besides (d) because

70. The weather looks __________ it is about to change for the better. (a) like (b) as (c) like as (d) as if

71. The girl waved goodbye, ________________ her mother did not see her. (a) because (b) whether (c) but (d) since

72. It was ____________ paid the bill. (a) her who (b) she who (c) her whom (d) her who

73. The two students assigned to this project are you and me. (a) Correct as is (b) you and I  (c) I and you (d) me and you

74. Will you please tell me ______________ I can solve this problem? (a) in as much as (b) whenever  (c) with that which (d) so that 

75. He walked right __________ the trap we set for him. (a) up on (b) in (c) into (d) in upon

76. She gets a larger allowance ______________ she is older. (a) being that (b) because (c) being  because of (d) none of the above

77. Too much food and rest ________________ circus animals lazy. (a) make (b) makes (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

78. The footprints under the window ________________ burglary. (a) suggests (b) suggest (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

79. Tracy Avenue is the only one of our streets that ____________ from one end of the city to the other.   (a) run (b) runs (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

80. The man acts as though he ______________ the owner. (a) is (b) was (c) were (d) none of the above.

81. If he ______________ registered later, he would have had the right classes. (a) would have (b) had (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

82. Each one of the ladies ______________ splashed by the passing car. (a) was (b) were (c) are (d) a and c above are correct

83. The natives believe that noise, smoke, and dancing ______________ away the evil spirits. (a) drives (b) drive (c) drived (d) none of the above

84. Please tell me ______________ you ____________ during the winter. (a) at where, live (b) where, live at (c) where, live (d) where at, live 

85. ________________ he ______________ yet? (a) Have, ate (b) Has, ate (c) Have, eaten (d) Has, eaten

86. The New York Times still ________________ a wide circulation. (a) has (b) have (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

87. Athletics ______________ required of every student. (a) are (b) is (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

88. On the wall ____________ several posters. (a) was (b) were (c) is (d) either a or b

89. He failed _________________ not studying. (a) due to  (b) because of  (c) owing to  (d) because

90. She _______________ her new clothes as if they made her superior to the rest of us. (a) flouted  (b) flaunted  (c) had flouted  (d) flautened

91. He misspelled ____________ words on this exam. (a) less  (b) fewer  (c) lesser  (d) more fewer

92. Sue had ________________ the cake on a kitchen chair. (a) sat (b) set (c) sitted (d) sit

93. The police will not ______________ you park there. (a) leave (b) let (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

94. The gift from ______________ and Bert came on Christmas Eve. (a) she (b) her (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

95. Norm and ____________ share the same locker. (a) he (b) him (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

96. Ron doesn’t live as far from the school as ____________. (a) us (b) we (c) they (d) either b or c

97. The children amused ____________________ by asking riddles. (a) theirselves (b) themselves  (c) either of the above (d) none of the above

98. I was sitting all by ________________ in that last row. (a) my self (b) myself (c) either of the  above (d) none of the above

99. Four of the committee members ____________ married. (a) were (b) is (c) are (d) either  a or c

100. ________________ and ________________ are good friends. (a) Her, me (b) He, she (c) She, I (d) either b or c

