Diagnostic Exam


A Note to Instructors: This test has been designed to help you determine levels of understanding about knowledge and use of the language. The final ten questions on copy-editing symbols may or may not be relevant to your instruction.

1. Robert______________ from his bike.

(a) had fell (b) had fallen (c) fallen (d) falling

2. The plane with its crew____________ trying to take off now.

(a) is (b) be (c) are (d) been

3. Is the atmosphere on the moon____________ the atmosphere here on earth?

(a) different from (b) liken to (c) different than (d) as different as

4. Why is the referee so______________ the players?

(a) angry at (b) angry with (c) angry in (d) angry over

5. Why______________ allowed to join?

(a) was Ann and he (b) was Ann and him (c) were Ann and he (d) were Ann and him

6. Someone______________ turned on the automatic sprinkler.

(a) must of (b) might of (c) must to (d) must have

 7. I noticed the dog as he________________ on the porch.

(a) laid (b) lay (c) lain (d) lied

 8. Share the work______________ all the workers.

(a) between (b) amongst (c) betweens (d) among

 9. The trunk was________________ heavy______________carry.

(a) to, to (b) too, too (c) too, to (d) to, too

10. Will you______________ come?

(a) try and (b) try to (c) be trying and (d) trying to

11. It was Ann who______________ the book on the table.

(a) layed (b) laid (c) lain (d) lay

12. The committee________________ holding an open meeting on Thursday.

(a) are (b) is (c) been (d) be

13. The new suit is__________________.

(a) alright (b) al right (c) allright (d) all right

14. I am happy to__________________ your offer to go to the games.

(a) accept (b) except (c) have excepted (d) having accepted

15. He spoke very__________________.

(a) strange (b) stranger (c) strangest (d) strangely

16. He speaks____________________.

(a) good (b) goodly (c) well (d) more better

17. She__________________ finished the job in half the time.

(a) could of (b) can’t of (c) could have (d) could had

18. Please______________ here.

(a) set (b) sit (c) to be set (d) to be sitted

19. He________________ a pint of milk.

(a) has drank (b) have drank (c) has drunk (d) have drunk

20. Either you or your friends__________________ to blame for the accident.

(a) is (b) are (c) been (d) was

21. Neither Barbara nor Sara__________________ homework on Saturdays.

(a) do (b) does (c) are doing (d) were doing

22. None of the programs____________ free from station breaks.

(a) is (b) are (c) be (d) being

23. Why are you still angry________________ me?

(a) at (b) with (c) by (d) against

24. If everyone does____________________ share, we shall certainly finish on time.

(a) their (b) his or her (c) there (d) they’re

25. ______________________, the majority of the board members promises to support him.

(a) Regardless of who is chosen (b) Regardless of whom is chosen 

(c) Irregardless of who is chosen (d) Irregardless of whom is chosen

Choose the correct style in exercise 26 through 35:

26. 
(a) in a baptist church


(b) in a Baptist Church


(c) in a baptist Church


(d) in a Baptist church

27. 
(a) a Mother’s Day gift

    
(b) a Mother’s day gift

    
(c) a mother’s day gift

    
(d) a Mother’s Day Gift

28. 
(a) the new Fall colors

    
(b) the new fall colors

    
(c) the New Fall Colors

    
(d) the New fall colors

29.  (a) the Brother of mayor Bates

    
(b) the brother of Mayor Bates

    
(c) the Brother of Mayor Bates

    
(d) the brother of mayor Bates

30. 
(a) a brazilian pianist

    
(b) a Brazilian Pianist

    
(c) a Brazilian pianist

    
(d) a brazilian Pianist

31. 
(a) at Eaton High School

     
(b) at Eaton high school

    
(c) at Eaton high School

    
(d) at eaton high school

32. 
(a) on the North Side of Pine Lake

    
(b) on the north Side of Pine Lake

    
(c) on the North side of Pine lake

    
(d) on the north side of Pine Lake

33. 
(a) Dodd tool company

    
(b) Dodd Tool company

    
(c) Dodd tool Company

    
(d) Dodd Tool Company

34. 
(a) any Sunday in July

    
(b) any sunday in july

    
(c) any Sunday in july

    
(d) any sunday in July

35. 
(a) a College Football star

    
(b) a college football star

    
(c) a college Football star

    
(d) a College Football Star

36. Mabel asked, “To which colleges has Joan____________

   
(a) applied.”

   
(b) applied”?

   
(c) applied”.

   
(d) applied?”

37. __________________________________ should be free of loose dirt and paint.

   
(a) Before you paint the surface, of course,

   
(b) Before you paint the surface of course,

   
(c) Before you paint, the surface, of course,

   
(d) Before you paint, the surface, of course

38. All the ___________________

   
(a) students, whose reports were not handed in, failed.

   
(b) students, who’s reports were not handed in, failed.

   
(c) students who’s reports were not handed in failed.

   
(d) students whose reports were not handed in failed.

39. “Before starting to write your ____________________ Miss Wright advised.

   
(a) composition plan what you are going to say,”

  
(b) composition plan what you are going to say”

   
(c) composition, plan what you are going to say,”

   
(d) composition, plan what you are going to say”,

40. Choose the correct possessive case:

   
(a) everyones friend

   
(b) childrens’ toys

   
(c) the school’s reputation

   
(d) Is this your’s?

41. Built in 1832,_______________________________________ is now a museum of early American life.

   
(a) Dunham Tavern at 6709 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio,

   
(b) Dunham Tavern, at 6709 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio,


(c) Dunham Tavern, at 6709 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland Ohio

   
(d) Dunahm Tavern, at 6709 Euclid Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio

42. “When you come to the stop_________________________“make a full stop.”

   
(a) sign”, Dad repeated,

   
(b) sign: Dad repeated,

   
(c) sign,” Dad repeated

   
(d) sign,” Dad repeated,

43. Every______________________________________________ lose his license.

   
(a) motorist, who is caught speeding, should

   
(b) motorist who is caught speeding should

   
(c) motorist who is caught speeding; should

   
(d) motorist, who is caught speeding should

44. _________________________________________ stimulates the heart and raises blood pressure.

   
(a) Caffeine which is present, in both tea and coffee,

   
(b) Caffeine, which is present in both tea and coffee,

   
(c) Caffeine, which is present in both tea, and coffee

   
(d) Caffeine, which is present in both tea and coffee

45. Choose the correct possessive case:

   
(a) Barton’s and McLean’s store

   
(b) Jack and Tom’s responsibility

   
(c) moons rays

   
(d) editor-in-chiefs’ opinion

Choose the correct spelling in exercises 46 through 65.

46. (a) fullfil (b) fulfil (c) fullfill (d) fulfill

47. (a) seperate (b) sepurate (c) separate (d) saperate

48. (a) defenitley (b) defientely (c) definitely (d) definitly

49. (a) calander (b) calandar (c) calendar (d) calender

50. (a) acomodat (b) accomadate (c) accommodate (d) accomodate

51. (a) amatur (b) ameteur (c) amateur (d) amater

52. (a) defisite (b) deficit (c) deficite (d) defecite

53. (a) auxelary (b) auxilary (c) auxiliary (d) auxilairy

54. (a) conceintous (b) consientius (c) conscientious (d) consentious

55. (a) presedent (b) presedant (c) precedent (d) precedant

56. (a) superentendent (b) superintindent (c) superintendint (d) superintendent

57. (a) recieve (b) riceive (c) ricieve (d) receive

58. (a) adaptability (b) adaptabilaty (c) adaptibility (d) adaptibilaty

59. (a) alegance (b) allegance (c) alegiance (d) allegiance

60. (a) privilege (b) priviledge (c) previledge (d) preveledge

61. (a) concede (b) conceed (c) consede (d) conceede

62. (a) elegible (b) eligible (c) elegeble (d) eligeble 

63. (a) camoflauge (b) camouglauge (c) camouflage (d) camalage

64. (a) athleet (b) athlete (c) athelete (d) athilete

65. (a) genarosity (b) generosity (c) genatousity (d) generousity

(DESIGNER: Answers 66-73 should be drawn in. See attached.)

66. Copy-editing symbol for “new paragraph”: (a) The (b) The (c) The (d) The

67. Copy-editing symbol for “deletion”: 



(a) paineted (b) paineted (c) paineted (d) paineted

68. Copy-editing symbol for “spell out a number”: (a) 6 (b) 6 (c) 6 (d) 6

69. Copy-editing symbol for “use numerals”: (a) forty (b) forty (c) forty (d) forty

70. Copy-editing symbol for “eliminate space”: 



(a) ques tion (b) ques tion (c) ques tion (d) ques tion

71. Copy-editing symbol for “insert comma”: 



(a) however  (b) however  (c) however  (d) however

72. Copy-editing symbol for “retain copy”: 



(a) never (b) never (c) never (d) never

73. Copy-editing symbol for “center copy”: 



(a) John Doe  (b) John Doe  (c) John Doe  (d) John Doe

74. Proper mark to indicate that the story does not end on this page: 



(a) More,  (b) add,  (c) continued,  (d) ——

75. Proper mark to indicate the end of the story: 



(a) end,  (b) ——  (c) —30—  (d) —-

